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December 12, 2003

Holly Martin, Editor

High Plains Journal

P.O. Box 760

Dodge City, KS  67801-0760

Dear Editor:

Twenty years ago this month, a young Kansas couple took a big chance. They placed a small display ad in the High Plains Journal introducing the Hydra Bed(, a product they’d developed for their own beef cow operation several years earlier.  At that time in 1983, the Farm Crisis was already well under way. Money was tight. Agriculture was struggling to be profitable. Many long-time farm & ranch equipment manufacturers were anxiously watching their sales volume dwindle. It would seem that it was not a good time to introduce a new cattle management product or to begin a new Ag equipment company!

Having experiencing disappointing results from a similar promotion effort in a different farm publication, the couple was amazed at the customer response to that first ad in the Journal. One very notable inquiry came from Otis Dewey, owner of a family-owned commercial operation in northwest Kansas. Snow had come early and deep that winter, and Mr. Dewey was battling the elements to keep his 500-head herd fed. After several lengthy conversations, he purchased the first Hydra Bed( ever sold to the public. 

That decision dramatically improved the efficiency and safety of hay feeding on the Dewey operation. Ultimately, that purchase proved to be the beginning of a revolution in the cattle industry – hydraulic bale beds quickly became the hay feeding and handling method of choice on ranches and farms all across North America.

In addition to cattle operators from Kansas, ranchers from Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Oklahoma, Missouri, Nebraska, Idaho, Texas, Iowa and Minnesota also responded to that first ad series in the winter of 1983-1984. Many of those original inquiries purchased Hydra Beds, and, like the Dewey family, continue to enjoy the benefits of that dependable system today, 20 years later!

During every year of those 2 decades, High Plains Journal has continued to be one of the most effective publications for our company. There is never a question of whether we’ll advertise in HPJ, only how often and what the ad content will be. We wish you and your staff the best during the coming year, and want to express our thanks for 20 years of excellent service to our company!

Sincerely,

Galen R. Ackerman, President

Triple C, Inc.

Otis & Tom Dewey with the Hydra Bed they purchased through a December 1983 High Plains Journal display ad.








